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forgotten entries of forty years gone by, as he would have looked on a 
criticism from a distant country, or on some magical prophecy of 
future fame. However hard the lesson which the world was teaching 
him as to his hasty works, or his works without meaning, these beloved 
journals repeated always, in their oracles, false predictions of his fame 
and triumph. This is no place to enter on the morals of journal-keep- 
ing, but there is a strong temptation to read a lesson from the injury 
wrought by it on a man of Haydon's temper. 

With great capacity of enjoyment, he enjoyed a great deal in life. 
He read more than most men. He was happy in his family, arid sed- 
ulously careful for his children. His temperament was religious, 
whUe he had but little religious principle, — a very frequent mixture 
in character, always to be regretted, but too common to excite sur- 
prise. The world certainly did for him vastly more than it had any 
valid reason for doing ; and he as constantly abused it because it did not 
do much more. StiU he carries with him to the last the sympathy, 
even the regard, of his reader, who is always hoping for him, and 
shudders as he draws near the story of his well-known fate. 

Mr. Tom Taylor, who has condensed the autobiography and journals 
into two volumes, which would bear more condensation still, was once 
Professor of English Literature in the University of London. He is 
the author of a comedy brought out within a few months on the Lon- 
don stage. His work in these volumes is very kindly, and, in general, 
very well done. 



2. Zohrdh, or a Midsummer Day's Dream, and Other Poems. By 
William Thomas Thornton, Author of an Essay on " Over-Popu- 
lation," "A Plea for Peasant Proprietors," etc. London: Long- 
mans. 16mo. pp. 149. 

The poems in this little volume are characterized by a more easy 
and vigorous flow of versification, and a more condensed expression of 
thought and feeling, than are often found in the metrical compositions 
of those who rhyme only for their own amusement, and do not give 
their days and nights to song. If they do not show a wide range of 
fancy, they have at least a solid foundation in truth ; for they are built 
chiefly upon circumstances and speculations in which the writer has 
evidently more than a temporary interest, — upon themes which come 
home very nearly to his bosom, or have exercised his thoughts in many 
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an hour of solitary musing. There is an air of frankness about them, 
as if the poet were disposed to make a confidant of the public, and to 
disclose things which are usually hoarded away in the heart's most 
secret chamber. One may thus often find inspiration in candor and 
truthfulness. Most persons have more poetry in them than they are 
at all aware of; and they would find it out, if they would only give 
free expression to all that really warms and agitates them. 

Mr. Thornton has previously been known only as a political econo- 
mist, whose writings upon the condition of the working classes in Great 
Britain and Ireland have been reviewed with strong commendation in 
the pages of this journal. We will not say that he has as yet approved 
himself a true poet ; but he has shown the versatility of his powers, 
and given pleasure to those who highly appreciated his former publica- 
tions by affording them a glimpse of his private character and favorite 
speculations. It is much to say that our interest in him increases on 
nearer acquaintance. 



3. Comparative Anatomy. By Ch. Th. v. Siebold and H. Stannius. 
Translated from the German, and edited, with Notes and Additions 
recording the recent Progress of Science, by Waldo I. Burnett, M.D. 
Vol. I. Boston : Gould & Lincohi. 1854. 8vo. pp. 470. 

The names of Von Siebold and Stannius are familiar to all natu- 
ralists, and rank among those of the most successful cultivators of zo- 
ological science in Germany ; and the two volumes, of which the first 
is now translated by Dr. Burnett, are the result of their joint labors, — 
labors which they have pursued through many years with that untiring 
industry for which the Germans stand so wonderfully preeminent. In 
this country we have scarcely begun to appreciate, as regards scientific 
matters, the extent of their devotion and self-sacrifice in behalf of their 
favorite branches of knowledge. While a year is there passed in stud- 
ying, in all its details and relations, the composition of a single or- 
ganic substance, or in unravelling the minute structure of a single plant 
or animal, here our students often hope to compass in the same time 
the details of a whole department of organic forms, and after having 
learned, and that very poorly, one half of a science, are very apt to 
feel themselves qualified and even anxious to teach the other half, 
which they have not learned at all. With the increasing attention, 
however, which the natural sciences now attract, such delusions are fast 



